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Seniors propel
XU to 3 seed
EMILY NEUBAUER
Contributing Sportswriter

It’s been quite a season for the
women’s basketball team, and as
the season winds down the momentum seems to be picking up. Freshman forward Amber Harris was
awarded her record 12th Atlantic
10 Rookie of the Week award, while
notching her tenth double-double of
the season.
Harris scored 16 points and
grabbed 11 rebounds en route to a
64-48 win over Fordham at Cintas
Center last Thursday afternoon.
Harris’ 16 came on an 8-of-14 effort. Senior guard Suntana Granderson scored four 3-point field goals
for 12 points and came up with four
assists and three steals.
Senior forward Joei Clyburn snagged 10
rebounds and
was one point
shy of her sixth
double-double
on the season.
Clyburn was an
Clyburn
impressive 7-of-7 from the free
throw line. Sophomore guard Jerri
Taylor tied her career high with
11 points and was 5-of-10 from
the floor.
Fordham jumped out early with
a 7-4 lead but after Granderson buried a long 3-pointer, the Musketeers
went up 9-7 and never looked back.
Going into the half, the team led
29-18.
Fordham did
not disappear,
however, cutting that lead
to 34-30 with
13:20 left in the
game. Xavier
seized control Granderson
of the game with a 20-6 run over the
next 6:40 to take a commanding 5435 lead with only 6:40 to go. The
run was capped by a Granderson
3-pointer and was spurred by seven
points from Taylor.
Xavier protected the ball exceptionally, turning it over only
six times.
They also out-rebounded Fordham 42-39 and out-scored the Rams
18-4 in second-chance points. Despite that, however, the Muskies
were cold from the floor, shooting
just under 35 percent from the
floor. Fordham was even worse
off, shooting just 32 percent from
the field.
See BYE, page 9
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Three tickets vie for SGA office
RACHEL PETERS
Senior News Editor

Election polls for the 2007-08
Student Government Association
(SGA) Executive Council opened
Tuesday at 8 a.m. and will continue
until 7 p.m. on Wednesday, Feb. 28
in Gallagher Student Center. This
year’s tickets include junior Willie Byrd and sophomores Jackie
Baker and Esteban Gamboa; junior Maggie Meyer, sophomore
Craig Scanlon and junior Kailin
Borton; and senior Andrew Smith
and juniors Ray O’Brien and Dave
Sandmann.
All Xavier graduate and undergraduate students are allowed to
participate in voting exercises upon
showing an All Card.
While all three tickets hope
to improve student parking and
shuttle services and would like to
implement an off-campus meal plan
and All Card access to the dorms,
each ticket has unique platforms
and issues about which they are
passionate.
Byrd, Baker and Gamboa are focusing their energies on expanding
mentorship programs for pre-law
and pre-med majors, improving
security and availability of student
parking, recruiting a more diverse
international student base, and providing new jerseys and equipment
for club sports.
The Byrd, Baker, and Gamboa
ticket is passionate about diversity
and claim to be “the most diverse
ticket.” If elected, these individuals hope to increase international
representation on campus as well
as begin providing financial aid
for international students. Gamboa
believes that international representation broadens the perspective
of the university as a whole, brings
textbooks to life and helps build the

entire person.
The Byrd, Baker, Gamboa ticket
also believes that student parking is a big concern, especially
during men’s basketball games.
These three students want to make
the student body happy and make
them feel as though their parking,
especially that for commuters taking night classes, is a priority. This
ticket also claims to have a close
relationship with Dr. Luther Smith
who is in charge of campus parking and that, if elected, they will be
heard on this issue.
Byrd currently serves as the
Legislative Vice President of SGA,
while Gamboa serves as SGA’s
Student Affairs Senate Chair. Baker
has served on SAC for the past two
years.
Meyer, Scanlon and Borton
hope to provide a weekend shuttle
service within the Cincinnati area,
an inter-faith prayer facility on
campus, “study days/dead days” before exams and improved handicap
accessibility on campus.
This ticket believes to have the
most focused platform in that they
“developed it from the results of a
survey that [they] administered to
all undergraduate students to assess
what the greatest student needs are
to improve campus life at Xavier.”
This ticket prides themselves on
authentic representation to the
student body.
The Meyer, Scanlon and Borton
ticket also hopes to continue to focus SGA efforts on getting students
involved in serving the community.
These three hope that, as student
leaders, they are also representative
of the community service that takes
place on and around campus and
other student activities.
See SGA, page 3

Behind the elections...
Campaigning has taken place over the last several weeks. Although
each ticket goes about campaigning in different ways, each ticket must
not spend over $300 on campaigning, although this money comes
directly from the candidates themselves. The candidates claim that
these expenditures are justified by their love for SGA and their desire
to improve student life on campus.
Voter turnout has risen steadily over the last several years from
around 600 voters in the 2003/04 elections to around 1,100 voters
in last year’s election.The candidates hope that this year provides the
greatest voter turnout yet.Aside from promoting their own platforms,
each ticket has also tried to promote voting and the opening of polls
as well. Some candidates feel that voting should take place for longer
than two days and the election should even include online voting in
the future.
In order to promote each ticket’s platform, the Student Board of
Elections held a debate on Monday night.Although this election forum
is entitled a debate, the tickets do not actually make arguments against
each other’s platforms and ideas.The Student Board of Elections asks
a series of questions to each ticket, including what they believe to be
the biggest issue facing SGA and campus. Although candidates hoped
for a better turnout, they reported that only about 40 students were
in attendance, including several SGA members. Many candidates believe that this event was poorly advertised, although the debate was
then broadcast all day Tuesday and Wednesday on the Muskie campus
channel 18.

PHOTO COURTESY SUPPORTOURSTUDENTS

Ray O’Brien, Andrew Smith, Dave Sandmann
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Craig Scanlon, Maggie Meyer, Kailin Borton
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Jackie Baker, Willie Byrd, Esteban Gamboa

Inside the ’Wire…
• Shaky platforms: Matt Finger’s thoughts on SGA elections: Op-Ed, page 6
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Rumpke doesn’t waste
COLLEEN BOTT
Contributing Writer

Club budgets
2007-08
The Financial Affairs Committee of the Student Government Association is still collecting club budgets for the 2007-08
academic school year. If your
club or organization has yet to
submit a budget, please do so
as soon as possible in order to
avoid further penalties. Submissions are due in the Financial
Affairs Committee mailbox in
the Student Government Office.
Electronic forms are attached
to this reminder. Email Corey
Burton at Burtonck@xavier.edu
for more information.

Student business
opportunity
Space and resources are currently
available to all students looking
to run a business. The new
Student Business Development
Center (SBDC) is located in
the space formerly occupied
by Kinko’s. The mission of the
SBDC is to provide the resources
for all Xavier students to plan,
start and operate a business,
while providing a venue for
current student businesses to
serve the Xavier community.
If you are interested in starting
your own business, please submit
the application that can be found
on the MyXU Portal page, to
the SBDC, located in GSC.
For additional questions, email
Steve Bentley at bentleysp@
xavier.edu.

Athenaeum
submissions
Would you like to be published? Please submit your original prose, poetry or artwork to
the Athenaeum by March 15,
2007. Articles can be submitted to the SGA Office, Hinkle
Faculty Services Desk or to
groenta@xavier.edu. Contact
Tiffany Groen at groenta@
xavier.edu for more information.

Women’s
Chorus
Join the XU Women’s Chorus
for a Music at Midday concert
at 12:30 p.m. on Thursday,
March 1 in Bellarmine Chapel
(right after Mass). The chorus
will sing songs from America,
England and Africa. The concert
will be finished by 1:00 p.m.

Last week, several students
from Earthbread, the environmental club on campus, took a trip to
the Rumpke Recycling plant to see
where Xavier’s recycled products
go.
Junior Julia Alexander, an Earthbread leader, arranged the trip.
“Rumpke is the waste collection provider for Xavier. We were
interested in seeing where all of
our on-campus recycling goes and
what kind of impact it is making,”
Alexander said.
Junior Liz Spitznagel was surprised by the visit.
“I was interested in what happened to the stuff I put in my green
bin at the curb each week. I had
heard reports that Rumpke did not
recycle everything, but that proved
to be untrue. In fact, 93 percent of
what they receive, they are able to
package and ship to be recycled,”
she said.
Biology professor Dr. George
Farnsworth also wanted to learn
more.
“I was curious to see what technologies are being used and developed to better make use of some of
our waste. This will save on landfill
space by reducing trash volume
and also reduce our need to extract
resources directly through mining
and logging,” Farnsworth said.
When the recycling arrives at
the facility, it is loaded on to a conveyor belt which shifts and sorts
the products. Glass, plastics and
aluminum falls into bins as it moves
through the plant, and paper falls at
the end into a huge heap. All paper,
including writing and computer
paper, newspaper, cardboard and
paperboard is recyclable.
“I found out that plastic bottles
need to have their caps removed.
They are made of a different type
of plastic and ‘contaminate’ the
rest. Different plastics have different chemical qualities and it is hard
to combine different ones. Plastic
buyers allow a certain amount of
contaminants but Rumpke competes
with other places so the smaller
amount the better. I now know that
the facility does not actually recycle
any of the materials but sells them to
other places which break them down

PHOTO COURTESY OF DR. FARNSWORTH

Americans create about 4.5 pounds of waste per day. Fifty-four percent of that goes to landfills, but 93 percent
of the garbage that Rumpke receives is recycled, which saves on landfill space.
and reuse them,” said Spitznagel.
Rumpke has developed an efficient recycling operation that
can sort a mixture of glass, paper,
cardboard, aluminum and steel cans
and numbers one and two plastic
bottles. It then sells these separated
materials to companies that can use
each as a raw material. Students
had the opportunity to see the entire
process in action. The plant is able
to re-sell 93 percent of the material
that comes in.
Alexander commented on what
students can do to make recycling
easier and more efficient.
“There are very specific guidelines that, if practiced, will make
Rumpke’s recycling that much less
contaminated and more beneficial
to the environment. And remember,
no pizza boxes! The grease from
the pizza makes the cardboard
contaminated, and thus unable to
be recycled,” she said.
Spitznagel was eager to
share some of the guidelines she
learned.
“I would like to share everything
that I have learned, especially what
is recyclable--paper and plastic.
You can find the number on the
bottom and you should also rinse
containers before putting them in

the bin,” she said.
“Earthbread is teaming up with
Physical Plant to improve Xavier’s
recycling habits, which are already
very good. However, there’s always room for improvement. We
hope that students will continue to
be conscious of the different containers for waste and recyclables,
and be confident that as long as the
recycling containers are not contaminated, those contents will be
recycled. Rumors of thrown away
recyclables are only true when the
bag containing the recyclables has
been severely contaminated with
non-recyclables, including food and
liquid,” Alexander said.
Farnsworth would like to urge
all members of the campus to be
aware of what materials can be
recycled and resolve themselves to
recycle as much of these products
as possible. “Too often, I see recyclable items thrown in trash cans
even when a recycling receptacle
is very close by,” he said.
Farnsworth is interested in taking more trips to the plant through
classes.
“I will probably schedule visits
with groups of students to take the
tour in the future. The plant is very
close by and a tour can probably

Police Notes
Feb. 23, 2:30 p.m.—Campus Police
investigated an auto accident that
occurred in the C-2 lot. Police
detected only minor damage to the
two vehicles.

Feb. 23, 4:50 p.m.—A student
reported a theft by deception on
Cleneay Avenue. The suspect has
been linked to several thefts earlier
in the year.

Feb. 23, 2:30 p.m.—A student was
cited for discharging the contents
of a fire extinguisher on the Dana
connector road.

Feb. 23, 9:20 p.m.—A student was
cited for the possession of a fake ID
while picking up a wallet that had
been found by Campus Police.

Police Note
of the Week
Feb. 26, 11:16 a.m.—A student
reported that a bumper sticker
had been stolen from a vehicle
parked in the R-1 lot.

Like to write? Want to try out your skills as a
journalist? Send us an email at newswire-news@
xavier.edu

be incorporated into a course like
Ecology and People. I will also
try to organize trips for students in
Biology Club and students in the
environmental studies minor.”
Spitznagel hopes what she has
learned will help her spread the word
about recycling on campus.
“Rumpke does a wonderful job
of putting our recycling goods further on the path to being recycled. I
hope that more people will make a
conscious effort to recycle whenever
possible because it reduces space
needed for landfill and the amount of
natural resources that we must use to
make new products,” she said. I am
now more aware of correct recyling
proceedures and more confident that
my recycling is being recycled.”
“Personally, I came away feeling
pretty good about the current state of
recycling in Cincinnati and hopeful
that the program will continue to improve. The easiest way to increase
the impact such a program can have
is to increase participation by the
public,” Farnsworth said.
Students interested in attending
an Earthbread meeting can stop by
the Dorothy Day House at 7:30 p.m.
on Mondays. The group is also planning events surrounding Earth Day
on April 22.
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Interfaith retreat brings awareness
COLLEEN BOTT
Contributing Writer

Twenty three Xavier students
joined several faculty members and
a team of dedicated peers for the
first ever Xavier Interfaith Retreat
at the Grailville Retreat Center on
Feb. 23-24.
“The student body of Xavier is
a very spiritual one. They are open
and intelligent, and in recent years
have truly celebrated the ethnic and
cultural diversity on this campus,”
said sophomore Brad Seligmann,
who founded the Xavier Interfaith
Organization last year. “However,
there has been little done to explore
the spiritual diversity on campus.
The Interfaith Organization is a
student club designed to immerse
students in the faith life of others by
visiting different centers of worship
around Cincinnati. “We also meet to
discuss our interfaith experiences,”
said Seligmann. “[Senior] Jess Fullenkamp was forming a committee
to create a retreat and invited me to
be a member,” said Seligmann.
Steve Plachinski was inspired
and motivated by Father Hans Kolvenbach, Superior General of the
Society of Jesus.
“I specifically remember when
[Father Kolvenbach] came to Xavier
and spoke about interreligious dialogue. He said that while Xavier
has a special mission to educate the
whole person in light of its Jesuit,
Catholic heritage, it must also effectively minister to non-Catholic
or non-Christian students. He told
me, ‘That is us [Xavier Interfaith];
we are a part of that ministry!’”
Plachinski said.
Seligmann describes the process
of planning this unique retreat.
“We met in committee weekly
to brainstorm what activities and
speakers we would like to have at
the event. It was a long process, especially when we ran into problems
and needed to move the retreat up to
almost two months early,” he said.
Seligmann and the rest of the
Interfaith Organization started with

excited about. Thankfully that
excitement is not limited to the
retreat alone and carries over
into the monthly group meetings
and events,” he said. “There is a
prevailing notion that everyone is
Catholic or Christian [on Xavier’s
campus]. This retreat and the
actions of the Xavier Interfaith
Organization will increase awareness of the religious minorities
on campus and bring greater
understanding of their religious
backgrounds. As Supreme General Klovenbach, S.J. stated in his
address last semester, ‘To be religious, one must be interreligious.’
It is the Jesuit belief that we can
PHOTO COURTESY OF BRAD SELEGMANN AND AMANDA STAHL ‘find God in all things.’”
Twenty three Xavier students participated in the Xavier Interfaith Retreat.
Plachinski shares that desire.
their mission statement to plan the Islamic prayer to be the most
“I hope this retreat brings a
retreat. They wanted it to combine meaningful. The act of prostra- greater sense of belonging for stueducation, experience and dialogue, tion (deeply bowing with head on dents of minority faith traditions.
creating an environment where floor) is so powerful regardless Also, I hope that this retreat is just
everyone could feel comfortable of spiritual background. It was a the first step in a larger interfaith
and re-spected. Xavier faculty unique new way to experience the movement on our campus, where
as well as several Cincinnati reli- Divine,” Seligmann said.
all are understood and respected,”
gious communities helped with
“The most meaningful part of he said.
the retreat.
the weekend was the small group
Students looking to explore
Participants heard a brief over- discussions. It was during this other faiths on campus can attend
view of world religions and dis- dialogue that understanding of “Bellarmine Chapel Presents:
cussed religion, faith and spiritu- the other occurred. Despite dif- Dialogues on Spirituality--An Inality. They also practiced laugh- ferent religious practices, we are terfaith Journey for Lent” taking
ter yoga, participated in Islamic all connected through a common place at 7:30 p.m. on Monday in the
morning prayer and Zen Buddhist goal: to find purpose and our own Conaton Board Room, located in
meditation and heard from guest niche in this life. Hearing about the Schmidt Hall. Xavier students are
speakers from the area.
path that others take to reach this encouraged to attend these popular
Participants met in small groups goal or realize their niche was the sessions.
throughout the weekend to share highlight of this retreat for me,”
their personal faith experiences and said sophomore
also spoke one-on-one with some- Jules Byrne.
one from a different background.
Seligmann
“It was a wonderful opportunity hopes to see more
to experience religions, faiths or dialogue grow out
spiritualities different from my of the retreat.
own, as well as a chance to interact
“The retreat is
with and learn from Xavier students very important to
who practice them. This retreat me, as the culmiwas also significant for my own nation of a dream.
spirituality. It helped me grow Personally, I am
in my own faith; I firmly believe very committed
that through learning about others, to interfaith diaone learns about him/herself,” said logue, and this
Plachinski.
retreat is somePHOTO COURTESY OF BRAD SELEGMANN AND AMANDA STAHL
“I found the early morning thing I am so very
The Xavier Interfaith Organization logo

Professor Profile
Dr. Brent Blair

TYLER BURGEI
Contributing Writer

This week’s Professor Profile is
about Dr. Brent Blair, assistant professor in the biology department. He
began teaching at Xavier in the fall
of 2005, and his teaching focuses
primarily on his area of expertise:
plant ecology.

PHOTO COURTESY OF XAVIER.EDU

Dr. Blair goes on many service
learning trips with Xavier.

Q. What classes, biology
major and non-major courses,
have you taught since you started
at XU?
A. For biology majors, I have
taught (and am also currently teaching) ecology; for the non-majors, I
teach ecology and people and life
lab I.

Q. I understand you take part
in a lot of service learning trips.
Where have these trips been located
and what do they involve?
A. I’ve traveled to a few different places. I’ve studied on the
Atlantic coast of Nicaragua, and
I am going to be involved with a
service learning trip to Costa Rica
in January of 2008. This 10-day
tropical biodiversity course will
focus on the diversity of organisms
within the environment, citing the
vast differences between plants in
Ohio and those in the tropics.

Q. What kinds of benefits do
these service learning trips provide
for students?
A. The traveling is a great
way for students to see the completely different environments and
ecosystems and types of plants
and animals in the tropics. Also,
the trips are not only biologically
interesting, but are culturally intriguing as well.

Q. What about the students
who don’t engage in these trips?
How does the average person in
the Midwest incorporate ecology
into his or her daily life?
A. Well, one of the nice
aspects of Cincinnati, in regards
to it being in an urban setting, is
the availability of natural parks.
Simply observing nature and
appreciating it can make people
aware of the environmental issues
at hand, most notably conservation
issues. Something as simple as

that can lead someone to be inspired
to help save the environment.
Q. What are some of your
other hobbies and interests?
A. In addition to bioethics,
I give a lot of talks about global
warming. I also enjoy photography. I’m originally from Chicago
and I’ve spent time out East (at
Princeton) and at the University of
Michigan. I’m married and have a
10-month-old son, so helping my
wife take care of him takes up a lot
of time.
Q. On a closing note, what is
the main thing you would encourage students, biology majors and
non-majors alike, to do?
A. I definitely encourage any
student to pick a major and career
that he or she is interested in and
enjoys and to realize that you can
always change, even after graduate
school.

◄ SGA
tickets await
ballot results
Continued from Page 1
Meyer currently serves as Senate
Coordinator, while Scanlon serves
as the Community Affairs Senate
Chair for SGA. Borton is currently
chair of SAC.
The Smith, O’Brien and Sandmann ticket want to bring a Skyline
Chili cart to Gallagher Student Center, install sand volleyball courts on
campus and take a more proactive
approach to student concerns, including those of CAP students.
As this year’s underdog ticket,
Smith, O’Brien and Sandmann
believe to be the most unique
ticket and the one that desires the
most change. Smith claims that,
if elected, his ticket will not be a
hierarchy of power but will lead
together and work together. Smith
believes that he “has something to
fight for” and that “the system is
broken and needs change.”
As their campaign T-shirt states,
this ticket wants to “support our
students.” This ticket is fed up with
how SGA is currently working and
believes that the average student
doesn’t know SGA members or
what it does. Smith believes that
one of the biggest issues facing
SGA is student apathy and believes
that, as leaders, they need to be
more active and accessible. This
ticket hopes to initiate “Brock
Walks,” in which SGA executives
actually walk around residence
halls. Students that have chosen
to keep their doors open can voice
their concerns to their representatives.
Smith and O’Brien are both
SGA senators, while Sandmann is
new to SGA.
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EDITOR
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EDITORIAL

-

A Matter of Morals
As President Bush has reiterated, the United States finds itself
engaged in a historic ideological
struggle between good and evil.
Like all of us, he has certainly been
wrong before and will certainly
be wrong again, but he is right
about this.
In the oft-mentioned but vaguely-defined War on Terror, the
forces of good are doing battle
with the forces of evil. The President is right when he says that the
forces of evil aren’t always easy
to identify; sometimes they wear
American flack jackets and Military Police helmets.
The President is right when he
says that we must fight the forces
of evil all over the world; sometimes the battlefield is an office
at the Department of Justice or a
conference table at the Department
of Defense.
The President is right when
he says that this war against an
evil, multi-headed monster has to
be waged on every front imaginable—especially where policy
decisions are made. In a war that
pits competing ideologies like
good and evil against each other,
the most important weapon is the
moral high ground.
Every time a decision is made to
limit the rights of enemy detainees,
the forces of good lose a little high
ground; every time a decision is
made to expand the definition of
“alternative interrogation techniques,” the high ground gets a
little flatter.
The nauseating images of prisoner abuse that emerged from the
Abu Ghraib detention center in
Iraq were portrayed as the sick
fetishes of a handful of hillbillies
working “the night shift” at the
prison, despite verifiable evidence
(some written in the hand of former Defense Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld) of a “whatever-it-takes”

atmosphere that condoned and encouraged the same acts depicted in
the guards’ photos.
The crime for which those
guards were punished seems to be
the production of evidence, and
not the despicable acts themselves.
Indeed, what is striking about the
pictures is the level of comfort the
guards exude while in the presence
of naked Iraqi men being attacked
by prison dogs.
At the heed of the recent HBO
documentary “Ghosts of Abu
Ghraib,” the Newswire wonders
whether that visible comfort with
disturbing circumstances is truly
the product of a few sick minds, or
of a sickening culture, designed to
extract the most information from
prisoners as possible with minimal
regard for human dignity.
The harvest and analysis of
intelligence is certainly crucial to
stopping the forces of evil before
they can do further harm; it may
be the most important fight in this
“War.”
The Newswire has argued before, as now, that there are good
and evil ways to gather this intelligence.
When this country buys expedience in interrogation by disorienting an already naked prisoner by
placing a hood over his head, we
sacrifice some of our goodness.
When this country buys efficiency in intelligence extraction
by keeping a prisoner awake for
weeks with the threat of electrocution, we sacrifice some of our
decency.
When this country buys anything by denying our enemies’
inherent humanity, by resorting to “alternative interrogation
techniques” and by torturing our
prisoners, we sacrifice our moral
high ground and blur the lines
between the forces of good and the
forces of evil.
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Do You Have Your Ticket?
fans come second to paying fans.
new jerseys and equipment. Many
The Meyer/Borton/Scanlon clubs need money just to pay ref(MBS) and the Smith/O’Brien/ erees and league fees, and without
Sandmann (SOS) ticket both have that money having a jersey would
off-campus/out of area shuttles on their ticket.
Brilliant idea, except you
MATTHEW FINGER
have
to fix the on-campus
Op-Ed Editor
shuttle first, since I know
his week, the Xavier student for a fact that we are wastbody will elect a new set of ing a crap load of money on
Student Government Association the shuttle, since the driver
executives. It doesn’t matter who is ALWAYS sitting at the
will win, however, because they’re end of my street sleeping.
all the same, though minutely dif- That’s your tuition money
ferent, and they’re all not going to at its best.
PHOTO COURTESY OF MEYERBORTONSCANLON
Next, we have sand
change anything, just like the last
volleyball courts (MBS Scanlon, Borton, Meyer
executives.
Why do I say this? Well, I’m glad and SOS) and a rock/rope
you asked. Each ticket’s platform is course (MBS) on campus. Um, be useless because they have nofull of lots of cute little ideas to im- right. Unless the tickets have been where to wear them (I think the
prove student life. In all honesty, a talking to the wonderful people in equestrian club would agree with
few of them might. Giving graduate charge of Xavier’s 10 year plan to me on this).
The MBS ticket also wants webstudents tickets to basketball games, renovate campus, there’s no way
a crosswalk between the Commons that anyone is going to put sand sites for every club/organization.
and the mail center and some small volleyball courts on campus, and Good luck with that. I’ve been tryimprovements might add to the there’s an even smaller chance ing to get Doug Ruschman to create
already spoiled lifestyle of Xavier that anyone is going to be playing a website for the lacrosse team for
students. But on the whole, the cliffhanger in O’Connor.
six months. It’s up to clubs to create
All the tickets, this time in- their own website at this point.
tickets are bogus.
cluding Byrd/Baker/Gamboa
MBS and SOS want a spirit
(BBG), have off campus week before the Crosstown Shootdining, in some form, as a out. We had something like that, it
top issue. SOS wants board was called Homecoming. No one
points at restaurants like cared and it was a waste of money.
Chipotle, Wendy’s and Papa Nice try.
John’s, while BBG and MBS
All of the platforms want to edit
have a similar plan to contract course selections or revolutionize
restaurants for off-campus something academically within
meal plans. Well, for one, the university. They don’t have the
this is neither original nor authority, so I don’t know why they
creative, especially consider- are making such claims. All that
ing that it has been mentioned academic stuff is out of student jurisdiction. This isn’t a school where
PHOTO COURTESY OF BAKERBYRDGAMBOA before and is, in my humblest
opinion,
not
possible
at
this
we get to make our own majors. No
Baker, Byrd, Gamboa
time.
one gets to have a major in Dana
If you want off campus meal Gardensology.
They all repeat the same issues
as the other platforms—suggest plans, you need to start with smaller
I could go on forever if someone
action that the executives have no establishments such as Betta’s. would let me, but unfortunately
authority to do, make promises that Also, if you’re going to choose your time and attention span are
can’t be kept and the biggest joke restaurants for off-campus
of them all: undertake projects that dining, at least pick one in
are already in motion, claiming the area—Chipotle is all
those ideas as their own invention. the way over in Oakley and
Basically they’re imitating actual unless you’ve already taken
the shuttle steps as aforepoliticians.
Anyway, that’s enough chit-chat. mentioned, getting there is
Let’s get down to the nitty-gritty a large obstacle for most
and tell you, the Xavier students, students.
All Card access to reswhat’s going on with your elected
idential halls (SOS and
officials.
Parking is a huge issue right, MBS) is already in progress,
especially for me since Campus so there is no reason to think
Police just invoked their tyrannical that these tickets thought of
PHOTO COURTESY OF SMITHO’BRIENSANDMANN
power-trip and ticketed me. For the the idea themselves. The
record, they’re not real cops. But same applies for a “dead Sandmann, Smith, O’Brien
despite this fact, there’s nothing we day” before exams which
would allow students a day to limited. If you got this far, I applaud
can do about it.
Campus Police is their own en- rest/study as needed. This idea is you and appreciate your die-hard
tity and there is little, if anything, already in motion, so MBS should resolve to educate yourself on the
that the executives (all of the tickets take a day and think of something falsities of Xavier politics.
Just remember, no matter the
have parking on their platform) new.
can do about parking, especially
BBG wants new jerseys and outcome of the election, you are
at basketball games. Hoops is the equipment for club sports. What being lied to. Fight the man, or
life-blood of this university and, as BBG doesn’t know is that club woman, depending on the winning
depressing as it might be, student sports need more money, not just ticket.
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Xavier does New York—Newswire Style
PATRICK STEVENSON
Assistant Op-Ed Editor

Sunday, 5:45 a.m.- My alarm
goes off. The things I do for you,
loyal reader(s).
7:17 a.m.- Matt and I finally go
check in for our 7:51 a.m. flight
to Chicago, where we will catch
a connecting flight to LaGuardia
in NYC.
7:19 a.m.- The United Airlines
employee informs us that our
flight has been cancelled due to
bad weather in Chicago. We are
displeased.
7:37 a.m.- Turns out the only
way we can get to NYC today is to
fly us into JFK International, which
is a lot further away from our hotel
than LaGuardia. We are displeased,
but slightly less so.
7:44 a.m.- Vince announces
our new flight will depart CVG at
2:30 p.m. this afternoon, take us
to Dulles International near DC,
then arrive around 6 p.m. at JFK.
I’m glad, I’d much rather spend a
morning in a CVG terminal than
spend an afternoon walking around
Manhattan.
8:04 a.m.- Matt and I go to Damon’s Grill for breakfast, where we
both order the cheesy bacon potato
casserole and it is glorious.
10:56 a.m.- A bird just landed on
a chair near me. I don’t know what
to think about this.
11:26 a.m.- An airport employee
sits next to Matt and I and proceeds to throw crackers to the bird.
She explains to us that the bird is

“like her pet,” and
6:07 p.m.- I am informed that girl”), Sharon Stone (“bitch”),
she “feeds it every
not only have I been selected to Chloe from “24” (“nice but quiet”),
day.” Umm.
have my bag searched in Colum- Diana Ross (“big bitch”), the voice
11:32 a.m.- The
bus, but also to be patted down of SpongeBob (“weird”) and Dan
crazy bird lady tells
by a 230 lb. man. America: Marino (“huge hands”). I feel insignificant.
me that she doesn’t
great, or greatest?
10:14 p.m.- We check into our
know the bird’s gen6:21 p.m.- Matt gets frisked
der, but she calls it a
as well. The United States gov- hotel room in Midtown Manhattan,
“she.” I’m beginning
ernment has searched our bags which is straight out of “Lost in
to fear for my life.
four times today and patted us Translation,” drop off our stuff and
11:44 a.m.- Just
down one time each. It’s clear immediately head out to wander
to recap: We are in
that we are being racially pro- Times Square.
10:21 p.m.- A guy comes up to
a terminal lobby at
filed.
NEWSWIRE PHOTO
7:22 p.m.- Liftoff number Matt and I and asks: “Are you guys
CVG. There is a
looking for girls?” Matt hesitates
two.
bird that lives in The author with a large stuffed bear at LaGuardia
8:46 p.m.- Our pilot informs way too long before answering no.
this lobby. Airport
2:59 p.m.- I’ve been fending
10:25 p.m.- If you’re ever wonemployees feed the bird regularly off a caffeine crash for the last 90 us that we will be one of the last
and speculate as to its gender. No minutes, and I think my body is planes to land at LaGuardia tonight dering how or why America conone seems to think that the pres- starting to lose the battle. I’m so because of the snow. At this point, sumes two-thirds of the world’s
ence of a bird inside this airport is cold. I don’t want to feel like this I’d rather land on an icy runway energy, just check out Times Square
a problem. Right.
anymore. Matt says that when he than spend another second in an at night. It’s absolutely preposterous
how many lights there are.
11:51 p.m.- “Enough is enough! becomes a veterinarian he will buy airport.
10:36 p.m.- Another person
9:15 p.m.- We get off the airI have had it with these motherf- me head shots.
--ing birds in this motherf---ing
3:37 p.m.- Alright, CVG, you plane and enter the terminal. Over asks us if we would like to hire
prostitutes. The pimps of NYC are
airport!” exclaims Matt.
win. I give up. You have so thor- 14 hours later, we have arrived.
just active salesmen.
12:17 p.m.- After being ravaged oughly kicked my ass
Or maybe we just look
by Homeland Security employees, during the nine hours
pathetic and lonely.
Matt and I sit down to do some I have been waiting
10:42 p.m.- The
reading before our 2:37 p.m. flight. here today that I barequest for New York
Had our flight not been cancelled, ly even know what
pizza begins, as we
we would be arriving at LaGuardia part of the country I
walk around several
right now. I hate Chicago because am in. This airport has
blocks to find a pizza
of this.
totally crushed my
place that’s still open.
1:24 p.m.- I am listening to spirit. If this is a boxFor the “city that never
some Bloc Party on my iPod with- ing match, CVG airsleeps,” there sure are
out a care in the world when Matt port is Ivan Drago and
a lot of closed pizza
taps me on the shoulder and informs I am Apollo Creed. It
joints.
me that our flight to Dulles has been has broken me.
11:17 p.m.- We
cancelled. So now, after six hours
4:53 p.m.- At long
complete our quest for
at CVG, we have no flight. Screw last, we have liftoff.
NEWSWIRE PHOTO
pizza, and fatigue sets
you, weather.
5:20 p.m.- We
Midtown
Manhattan
as
seen
from
the
Newswire’s
hotel
room.
in hard. Being in an
2:19 p.m.- After waiting in touch down in Coairport for 14 hours
line for 45 minutes, we finally get lumbus, OH, only to
9:47 p.m.- Our cab driver, Louie, will do that to you, and it will make
rerouted to LaGuardia via Colum- be informed that there are no gates
bus. Our flight departs at 4:40 p.m., for us to use. I don’t want to sound runs down the list of celebrities you write overly long self-indulgent
but I’m extremely skeptical at this melodramatic, but God does not he’s driven around NYC, which journals. I guess.
includes Scarlett Johansson (“nice
point.
want us to get to NYC.

Read Pat’s entire
journal with photos
online at

xavier.edu/newswire
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Terror Under the Big Top
Every year when the circus
comes to Cincinnati, people fill the
stands to partake in the “innocent”
enjoyment of this age-old American
tradition. However, in the last few
decades, the Big Top has received
massive criticism for its cruel treatment of animals.
This unethical conduct, however,
may not be apparent to the show’s
spectators; the real cruelty goes on
behind the scenes. In so many ways
the circus violates the Jesuit mission
of peace, justice and compassion.
How does this industry obtain animals such as elephants, lions and
tigers in the first place? Most times,
these animals are stripped away
from their wild, open, natal habitat
and forced to live the rest of their
lives in miserably small crates.
To make matters worse, the
training to which these animals are
subjected usually includes the use
of bull hooks and electrical rods,
inducing torture on these creatures
so that they will perform silly tricks
for our ignorant amusement. While
being transported from one venue
to another, animals are generally
caged and chained in train cars,
which are usually unheated, unven-

PHOTO COURTESY OF WWW.SIGNONSANDIEGO.COM

Circus animals are often mistreated, simply for our amuesment.
tilated and unpastured.
It would be comforting to think,
then, that after all of this torment
the animals are placed in some sort
of sanctuary when they have grown
too old to perform. Unfortunately,
these animals may be sold to other
road shows or sometimes even to
slaughter houses after they have
exceeded their prime performance
age.
While many people have grown
up enjoying their visits to the circus, it is not worth the suffering
of beautiful creatures. The circus
will be coming to Cincinnati on

Wednesday, Feb. 28.
Please choose to stop unnecessary animal cruelty by not attending
performances cruel to animals. Advocates for Animals at Xavier will
be hosting an informational table
in the Gallagher Student Center on
Thursday, March 1 to educate others
and answer any questions regarding
the cruel treatment of animals in
entertainment.
—Jacki Sprinkle and
Doug Kramer
Class of ‘09
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Indoor track sets
records at A-10s
The Xavier University men’s
and women’s indoor track teams
finished their season with two more
broken records at the Atlantic 10
Indoor Championships held at
University of Rhode Island last
weekend. Sophomore Becky Clark
recorded a 4:54 in the one mile run
which was six seconds faster than
her previous school record. On
the men’s side, freshman Derek
LeBlanc set a Xavier best 21 feet
in the long jump.
The men’s team was also highlighted by personal records set by
sophomore Luke Beuerlein in the
5,000 meter run, good enough for
a sixth place finish. Junior Ben
Milroy ran in the 8,000 meter event
and turned in his fastest time of the
year even though he was battling an
injury. The XU men’s 4x800 meter
relay team of sophomore Clinton
Womack, Beuerlein, junior Matt
Weingardt and freshman Michael
Westendorp finished sixth with a
time of 8:12.
The women’s relay teams fared
well with the 4x800 meter relay
team made up of freshman Kate
Philips, freshman Kelsey Flaherty,
Clark and sophomore Ashley Stick
finished fourth with a time of 9:30.
The distance medley relay team of
junior Caitlin Shagena, senior Kelly
Sraj, freshmen Bethany Moore and
Danielle Meiners finished in the top
ten with a time of 12:32.

Baseball winless,
falls to 0-6
Xavier and Western Kentucky
played a doubleheader to make up
for a previous rain-out at Western
Kentucky University. The Muskies
were unable to come up with either
win as they fell to 0-6 on the season,
while WKU moves to 5-1.
Game one began with six innings of dominating pitching by
the Hilltoppers of WKU scattering
just five hits while recording seven
strikeouts of the Musketeers. Senior Jordan Wolf was able to go
2-3 and was the only threat for the
lowly Musketeer offense that failed
to connect for an extra-base hit.
Senior Bill Konecny started the
game for Xavier and had a solid
outing allowing two earned runs,
six hits, five strikeouts and one unearned run in six innings of work.
In the seventh, Konecny gave the
ball to freshman Zac Richard who
proceeded to allow two runs in just
two innings. The final score tallied
5-0 WKU.
In the second game of the doubleheader the Muskies were able
to muster only one extra-base hit,
a double by sophomore Sean Farrell, which was his only hit. Fellow
sophomore Adam Pasono was the
only XU player with two or more
hits finishing 2-4 with the lone RBI
of the day for Xavier.
The pitching duties went to
senior Mike Creevy who went just
four innings allowing seven runs
on nine hits. After Creevy, Xavier
pitched one man per inning until the
conclusion of the game.
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6-0 in February, Xavier streaks toward title
Lavender claims second A-10 Player of the Week honor
JOHN LAFOLLETTE
Sports Editor

Led by determined and confrontational junior guard Drew Lavender, the men’s basketball team beat
the Dayton Flyers 75-67 last Saturday night at UD Arena, extending
its winning streak to six games and
maintaining its hold on first place
in the Atlantic 10 standings.
Amidst raucous and inaccurate
taunts of “MID-GET” (the non-pejorative term “dwarf” refers to men
no taller than 4’10” and Lavender
stands 5’7”), Lavender dropped 27
points and two assists on the Flyers,
en route to being named the Blackburn/McCafferty most valuable
player of the game by members of
the media.
Lavender was also named the
Atlantic 10 Player of the Week, his
second such honor of the season,
after averaging 24.5 points and 4.5
assists last week.
Xavier improved to a record
of 21-7 overall and 11-3 in league
play. Massachusetts has an identical record, though a regular-season
league tie would favor Xavier, who
won the two teams’ only meeting.
The Musketeers emerged from
Dayton with a win despite poor
ball-handling and middling defense.
Xavier turned over the ball 17
times, while tallying just 13 assists, which is in sharp contrast to
the 2-to-1 assist-to-turnover ratio
that Xavier had boasted during its
previous five games.
Still, the Musketeers have come
to expect excellent play from point
guards Lavender and sophomore
Johnny Wolf.
Head coach and former Pittsburgh point guard Sean Miller
put it plainly, “That’s the most
important position in this game,
make no mistake about it,” he said.
“Our point guard play right now is
tremendous.”
Perhaps as a result of enough

NEWSWIRE PHOTO BY ERIKA BRESEE

Senior forward Brandon Cole, though not typically a slasher, turns his eyes hoop-ward as he finds an unexpected seam in the Rhode Island defense, while teammates and head coach Sean Miller hold their breath.
heart-to-heart talks with his coach,
Lavender agrees on his importance.
“I try to find the guy in the best
position to score,” he said. “The
point guard leads the team, I think
I’m playing pretty good right now,
and everybody is feeding off the
guards.”
The win at Dayton was seen as
critical for Xavier, as were all of
their remaining games, especially
after the Musketeers’ blowout of
Rhode Island last Wednesday,
98-72.
That win gave Xavier the A-10
lead and put its post-season fate
in its own hands, or rather, in the
hands of its seniors.
“This team will go as far as our
seniors take us,” Miller said earlier
in the season. “They’ve been there
before, and we’re going to let them
carry us.”

Senior forward Justin Doellman
answered the call, scoring a careerhigh 29 points against Rhode Island
and playing with the leadership
expected of a four-year starter.
After winning six straight games
by a decisive average margin of
22.8 points, including two wins in
the second- and third-most hostile
environments in the A-10, the Musketeers find themselves peaking at
the right time, and consequently on
the doorstep of the NCAA Tournament.
With two games remaining (a
Senior Night match up against Saint
Joseph’s and a road game against
last-place LaSalle), it appears that
Xavier can finish as league champions, earn a first-round bye in the
conference tournament, and close a
somewhat tumultuous regular season on an 8-game winning streak.

Winning a regular season championship would be a significant
accomplishment for this class of
seniors, who have never done so
despite having won 2-of-3 Atlantic
10 tournaments.
Posing a threat to the achievement of that preseason goal is Saint
Joseph’s, who need a win against
Xavier to have their own shot at a
regular season title.
The Hawks are tied for third
place in the conference and beat
Xavier 82-74 when the teams met at
Alumni Fieldhouse in January.
Tipoff against Saint Joseph’s is
set for 7 p.m. on Wednesday, Feb.
28 at Cintas Center. Senior Night
festivities, during which Doellman
and forwards Justin Cage, Brandon
Cole, Adam Simons and Kevin
Waymire will be honored, begin
promptly at 6:45. p.m.

L a t e - F e bru ar y
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A
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Musketeers
Quality wins:
Villanova
Illinois
Kansas State
Sloppy losses:
Duquesne
Cincinnati
Bucknell

D

21-7 (11-3)
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18-9
21-9
20-9
10-16
10-18
20-8

RPI: 32

N

E

S

bracketology:
The “experts” weigh in

RPI

21
31
55
219
170
84

S

Seed

Opp.

Joe Lunardi, ESPN.com:

10

Kentucky

Jerry Palm, CollegeRPI.com:

9

Louisville

sportsline.com:

10

Boston
College

bracketography.com:

10

Air Force

vs. RPI Top 50:

2-2

vs. RPI Top 100:

9-5

foxsports.com:

9

Orgeon

Last 10 games:

8-2

Athlon:

11

Stanford

collegehoops.net:

10

Indiana

John LaFollette, Xavier Newswire:

7

Indiana

Strength of
Conference:

98-83

141
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Reporting on Basketball Across the Nation
PAUL MOELLER
Contributing Sportswriter

For the third installment of
the Newswire’s Road Trip Report
series, Mr. Editor-in-Chief called
upon me to make the trek to a place
that many could mistake for a ring
in Dante’s Inferno: The University
of Dayton Arena. Fending off the
fallen angels (the students), the
demons (the pep band) and Minos
himself (the crazy, dancing towel
kid worshipped at halftime by the
arena’s masses of sinners), our
weary band of travelers survived
the hellish environment with the
last laugh, emerging from the inner-most circle with a convincing
75-67 victory.
The Drive
Xavier to Dayton: 46.91 miles
Interstate 75, a fine United States
highway, runs from Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan, down through a multitude of Midwest states, and ends
at State Road 826/924 near Miami
Florida. On Saturday afternoon, 40
representatives from Xavier University enjoyed a short stint along
this fine American roadway on their
way from Cincinnati to Dayton.
Departing from Cintas Center at
approximately 4 p.m., students
enjoyed LaRosa’s pizza, Coca-Cola
products and a screening of “The
Run” from the comfortable confines
of a Croswell charter bus.
In an additional piece of excitement, we were all a little concerned
when the bus driver dramatically
pulled over to the side of I-75
on the way back to Xavier and
activated the emergency 4-way
flashers. Fortunately, there was no
mechanical problem, as the driver

simply needed to walk around to the
front and manually de-ice his sideview mirror, through which he was
unable to effectively see vehicles
behind him. Though the weather
was cause for slight concern, the
journey was ultimately completed
in good time.
Newswire rating: A bonus point
is given for I-75’s giant Jesus providing us with salvation upon the
entrance and ensuing escape from
the Daytonites. 8 (out of 10)
The Arena
The 38-year-old University of
Dayton Arena, located right off the
highway, more closely resembles
an enormous half pipe than a major
basketball arena. With a roof that
slopes down towards the center of
the facility and back up at the two
sides, the corporate sponsor-less
UD Arena appears much smaller
from the outside than it does from
the interior.
The court and lower bowl of
seats are built into the ground below
the entrance level, which makes
for an intimate environment, and
the majority of the arena’s 13,000
seats are situated along the side of
the court.
Due to the concave slope of the
arena’s roof, however, the upper
section of seats are actually higher
than the lowest point of the roof
above the court. This means that
spectators cannot see the opposite
side of the arena from the 400 level
and creates a claustrophobic feeling
at the very top rows (where, coincidentally enough, the X-treme Fans
were located).
There is no traditional concourse
extending along the length of the

court on either side, just a narrow
walkway separating the lower and
upper seats (creating horrible traffic
patterns that would be disastrous
in an emergency evacuation situation). An enclosed vending and concession area is available underneath
the baseline seats for snacking and
souvenir purposes.
Newswire rating: An arena that
provides great sightlines for those
lucky to be in the lower bowl, but
the unsettling feeling from the upper section that the roof could at any
time cave in and trap you in Dayton
forever precludes a high rating. 6
The Atmosphere
However hard it may be to do
so, I believe in giving credit where
credit is due. With that said, I give
a lot of credit to the Dayton Pep
Band. As Xavier students made
their way around the concourse,
band members greeted them with
intensely loud brass instruments
blaring the UD fight song literally
in our faces.
To further the intimidation in
the incredibly competitive environment, the band then followed us to
our seats in the upper 400 level,
surrounded us, and continued to
play obnoxious pep song after pep
song right at us. Unfortunately for
them, however, they had no answer
for our repeated chants of “NIT!
NIT!”
Dayton has always been known
for its spirited basketball fans, and
the fact that their arena is a frequent
host site of the NCAA Tournament
is proof of this. Hundreds of Dayton fans had donned red shirts that
read “Beat Xavier,” and the arena
cheered wildly during halftime
when a student at center court preformed a bizarre, towel-waving,
limb-thrashing, body-heave of a
dance set to ‘90s techno music.
The routine, apparently a recurring
event, prompted a witty X-treme
Fan to once inquire if the dancer
was Dayton’s version of “The
Greased-Up Deaf Guy.”

PHOTO COURTESY DAYTONFLYERS.COM

UD Arena: A giant half pipe of a major basketball venue?
Excluding a game-opening
reverse alley-oop dunk and a few
threatening scoring runs, the Dayton fans didn’t have too much to
cheer about all night. Given the
importance of the game to Dayton
fans, the atmosphere could be
summed up as harsh and chippy yet
surmountable.
Newswire rating: Yes, Dayton
fans support their team with a
venomous passion, but their rating
would be greatly improved if not
for several classless comments in
front of children that cannot be
reprinted here. 6
The Students
Referred to as “The Red Scare,”
the Dayton student section is located
behind one of the baskets and seats
about the same number of students
as Cintas Center. They received red
and white rally towels, but as mentioned before, didn’t have many
occasions to wave them.
In terms of creative cheers, the
UD students didn’t provide anything noteworthy outside of their
trademark “Go Dayton Flyers,”
a frustratingly catchy cheer that
provokes a gag reflex in anyone not
wearing UD red.
Furthermore, their incessant
yelling about the fabricated sexual
promiscuity of Justin Doellman’s
wife wasn’t .
Newswire rating: There’s really
nothing special here to report. 5
The Game
Following an early four point
deficit, the Musketeers shot off on
an amazing 13-0 run, setting the
tone for the rest of the game.

Continuing their recent streak of
hot shooting, especially from long
distance, Xavier also held Dayton’s
top offensive threat, Brian Roberts,
relatively in check. Dayton’s sophomore forward Charles Little turned
in a career effort with 28 points, but
the game’s top performer was Xavier’s junior guard Drew Lavender,
who concordantly won the game’s
Most Valuable Player award.
Despite a late-game push that
was slightly uncomfortable for the
Xavier section, the Musketeers
pulled away in the end, securing the
season sweep of the Flyers with the
75-67 victory.
Newswire rating: Few things
in life are sweeter than a win at
Dayton. 9
The Experience
As a Xavier fan dressed in navy
blue with the Superman X on my
chest, I was not excited to interact
with Dayton fans.
From the moment I walked in
the building to the final steps back
on the charter bus, I didn’t speak
to many people wearing red, yet
even before the game, I felt a subtle
confidence that the Muskies would
pull it out. I’m not one to trash talk,
but there were certainly many opportunities, both before and after
the game.
As I made my way around the
concourse to leave the arena, a
Dayton fan walked up to me, looked
me dead in the eye and said, “You
still suck.” I just smiled and laughed
to myself, leaving the boorish UD
fan to fester in his yearning for that
illusive “next year.”
Newswire rating: 34/50

◄ Women earn first round bye
Continued from page 1
With the win, Xavier improved
to 22-7 on the season and 10-3 in
conference play. Fordham falls
to 3-24 overall and 1-12 in the
A-10. The 22 wins mark the third
most in the history of the women’s
program.
They have won six games in a
row, marking the longest winning
streak since the 2003-04 season.
Xavier returned to action on
Sunday afternoon with a 74-44
thumping of Rhode Island. Clyburn scored 20 points to go with
nine rebounds while Taylor added
a career-high 14 points.
The Musketeers finish the conference season with an 11-3 mark.
Harris posted her 11th doubledouble of the year with 10 points
and tied a career high with 16
rebounds. Harris had a typical afternoon defensively, blocking six shots
to finish the regular season with
a record 125 rejections. She also
became the new freshman scoring
record holder with 489 points.
Granderson netted 11 points
against the Rams. She also snared
five rebounds and dished-out a

pair of assists prior to being honored during post game Senior Day
ceremonies along with Clyburn,
Miranda Green, DeAnna Mason
and Michele Miller.
Mason continued her solid play,
scoring nine points and collecting
nine rebounds. Clyburn’s 20 points
came on 9-of-10 shooting to go
with four blocked shots. Taylor was
5-of-6 from the floor including a
scorching 4-of-5 from beyond the
3-point arc.
The Musketeers put this one
away early, jumping to a 13-2 run
3:20 into the first half. URI pulled
within eight points, 17-9, but the
Musketeers dominated for the
remainder, out-scoring the Rams
29-11 over the final 12:30 and went
into the locker room up 46-20.
It was more of the same in the
second half as Xavier lead by as
many as 31 points and cruised to the
74-44 triumph over the Rams.
Looking ahead, the Musketeers
are the third seed in the A-10 tournament this weekend. They get a
bye in the first round and face the
winner of the Richmond/St. Louis
game. The game will take place on
Saturday at Cintas Center.

The women’s Atlantic 10 Championship (bracket pictured above) will take place Friday through Sunday at
Cintas Center. Xavier’s first game is at 6 p.m. on Saturday against either Richmond or Saint Louis. Tickets
for the event are still available.
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A lengthy show for ‘The Departed’
EMILY HOFERER
Diversions Editor

For me, the Oscars are like the
Super Bowl. It’s a battle of talents,
and analysts will try to determine
months before the showdown who
will win the ultimate prize. So for
me, a play-by-play of the Oscars is
essential. And, thanks to my handy
journalistic skills, even if you didn’t
catch the telecast, you will know
every memorable moment.
8:07 p.m.— Unfortunately we
have to sit through 30 minutes of
red carpet arrivals. I don’t mind
too much, but I feel like it’s all
redundant information. But at this
moment, Steve Carrell informs
us that his co-star in “Little Miss
Sunshine,” Greg Kinnear, has horrible body odor. See, you learn
something new every day.
8:19 p.m.— Ryan Gosling is so
incredibly adorable it’s not even
fathomable. But here’s a question:
where is Rachel McAdams? Last
time I checked they were together,
but he’s at the show with his mom
and sister
8:32 p.m.— This video segment
of the nominated actors reminds me
of the commercial for the One organization, which is all about AIDS.
This is not about AIDS; it’s just
about what it’s like to be nominated
for an Academy Award.
8:43 p.m.— Ellen DeGeneres
has the first great quote of the
Oscars. As she describes how globalized the Oscars have become,
she quips, “If there were no blacks,
Jews or gays, there would be no
Oscars.”
8:46 p.m.— After “Pan’s Labyrinth” wins the first Oscar of the

night, Maggie Gyllenhall walks onstage to give a brief synopsis of the
Academy’s technical Oscar awards,
which they award to people in the
film industry who make huge leaps
in technological advancements.
Personally, I think it’s cruel of the
Academy to tempt these nerds with
beautiful women that they could
never win over in real life.
8:49 p.m.— Gymnastics at the
Oscars! They really are trying to
keep the show more entertaining
this year. We learn later that this is
actually a dance troupe and they are
very good. Different, but good.
8:55 p.m— Will Ferrell, Jack
Black and John C. Reilly may have
nabbed the award for “Funniest
Oscar Moment.” Their song and
dance number about the Academy overlooking comedians was
hysterical, as were their jabs at
the serious actors in the audience.
But Will Ferrell is no dummy and
he knew where to draw the line
as he called out “Mark Wahlberg!
Where are you? I won’t mess with
you, you’re actually kinda bad-ass.
Once again, I hope we’re cool, you
are very talented.” Mark Wahlberg
nodded his head in agreement.
9:04 p.m— I know that short
films are important to recognize
at the Oscars, but they just panned
to Jack Nicholson and he has no
hair!
9:20 p.m.— Alan Arkin wins
the first acting award for his supporting performance in “Little Miss
Sunshine.” I guess Marky Mark is
going home empty handed as far as
awards are concerned.
9:40 p.m— The Academy acknowledges that they love the
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Don’t you love men who can dance and be funny?
planet. This is not shocking at all,
since we know that Hollywood is
composed of two types of people:
liberals and Clint Eastwood.
10:04 p.m.— Tom Cruise appears in public?!
10:10 p.m— Ellen takes her
picture with Clint Eastwood, and,
like everyone else’s pictures these
days, it will go up on MySpace, not
Facebook. But if you ask my uncle
Richard, who can’t keep either
of those straight, it would go on
Ellen’s “Space-book.”
10:35 p.m.— Jennifer Hudson
wins for “Dreamgirls.” This is not
shocking at all, so I’m moving on.
10:44 p.m.— Jerry Seinfeld
comes out and does a great minimonologue on how the movie the-

aters are ripping off average Americans, and therefore we should not
be required to pick up our trash after
the movie. Well said, Jerry. He
delivers his prize to “An Inconvient
Truth” for best documentary. More
people talk about loving Al Gore
and I’m starting to get bored.
10:57 p.m.— Celine Dion gets
away from Vegas to sing a tribute
to composer Ennio Morricone.
Personally, I think she should have
stayed in Vegas and let someone
with real singing ability, like Josh
Groban, come and perform.
11:37 p.m.— We’ve been
watching the telecast for a little
over three hours now, and we still
have the big acting awards and the
best picture and best director to get

to. I’m starting to get antsy. And
if you’re keeping score at home,
“The Departed” and “Little Miss
Sunshine” have picked up the writing awards.
12:00 a.m.— Helen Mirren
wins for “The Queen” and it’s now
midnight. They really need to hurry
up, I still have homework to do.
They keep alluding to the fact that
the best director category is coming
up. Scorcese better win!
12:06 a.m.— George Lucas,
Steven Speilberg and Francis Ford
Coppola come onstage to present the award for best director.
Scorcese better win!
12:07 a.m— Finally! The day
has come for Martin Scorcese, as he
wins his first ever Oscar. Naturally,
he gets a standing ovation from the
crowd. That man is a filmmaking
genius, and I know I should be taking in this truly historic moment in
cinema, but that man has the bushiest eyebrows I’ve ever seen!
12:13 a.m.— I have no idea who
is going to win for best picture,
which is the last category, obviously. I just want it to be over.
12:14 a.m.— “The Departed”
wins! I’m sort of shocked because
even though I loved the movie, I
honestly thought that “Little Miss
Sunshine” was going to take home
the top award. But, as Will Ferrell
alluded to earlier, comedy and the
Oscars usually never mix.
Well, it was truly a memorable
night. Ellen did a fine job hosting,
and there were plenty of laughs in
this marathon of an awards ceremony. Hopefully next year it will
return with its fun-loving spirit, just
in a shorter format.

Fridge Note

BY RYAN NEMETH
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A smooth “Ghost” ride

BRANDY WILLIAMS
Diversions Asst. Editor

The movie “Ghost Rider,” based
on the “Marvel” comic strip character Johnny Blaze, played by Nicolas
Cage, is about a motorcycle stuntman who makes a deal with Satan,
portayed evilly by Peter Fonda, to
save his father from cancer.
What Blaze doesn’t know is
that he has just sold his soul to
Satan. Blaze is sent on a mission
to be Satan’s bounty hunter and to
destroy the evil fallen angels that
are hiding in the elements.
Part of Blaze’s curse is that at
night he turns into a blazing skeleton with a chain, a sweet fiery bike
and a stare that makes a guilty soul
reap its sins.
We are thrust into action-packed
performances by Blaze in an attempt
to face his immortality. Blaze’s entourage constantly begs him to be
a “safe” daredevil, but he seems to
be living in a carefree state only
engrossed in finding a way out of
his pact with the devil.
During the stunt devil’s latest
life threatening jump to clear several moving helicopters, trucks and
cars, he bumps into his old teenage
love, reporter Roxanne (played by
Eva Mendes) as she attempts to get
the juicy story about Blaze.
The flame between the two is
quickly rekindled and the story
takes on a romantic plot as well.
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Nicolas Cage revs up.

When Blaze’s evil enemies discov- There’s only so much that a superer his weakstar actor can
ness, his love
do in a movie
for Roxanne,
about a comic
he is forced
strip character.
Starring: Nicolas Cage, Eva
to choose love
Eva Mendes’
Mendes, Peter Fonda
over his soul.
performance
Nicolas
was strikingly
Rated: PG-13
Cage’s persimilar to that of
Newswire Official Rating:
formce in this
her charcater’s
performance in
movie was
“Hitch,” where
pretty good.
she also played
It certainly
a reporter. Her
wasn’t his
best performance, but I think this roles in both is the love interest of
may have been due to his character. the subject of her hot stories, who

Ghost Rider



is also the main character. She apparently does not know that her new
love is leading a secret life.
The movie, although at times
predictable, kept the audience intrigued with the amazing stunts and
supernatural powers the characters
expelled throughout the movie.
The rating was PG:13 because,
in addition to some very cool stunts,
it also featured very gruesome
depictions of scary angels and lost
souls. Oh, and let’s not forget killing by sucking the breath out of
innocent bystanders.
So, be advised: please don’t take
anyone under 13 to this movie unless you want to stay up with them
all night explaining why angels
won’t come and steal their soul.
The stunts, cinematography and
special effects were pretty awesome and will probably be up for
some awards at the next Oscars.
If you’re down to your last $8,
I’d suggest that you wait until the
movie comes to DVD, but if you’re
a comic book enthusiast or just love
watching fiery stunt devils ride their
motorcycles down skyscrapers and
beat the crap out of evil, this might
be worth the splurge.
Overall, “Ghost Rider” is a
pretty good movie, although predictable, and is definitely worth
seeing the action!

The report on Colbert
PATRICK STEVENSON
Asst. Op-Ed Editor

On Monday, Feb. 26, my esteemed colleague Matthew Finger
and I visited New York City, ostensibly to attend a journalism workshop at the New York Times. The
workshop was highly informative,
but it served the more important
function of being a solid excuse
to go see a taping of “The Colbert
Report.”
Since the taping was scheduled
for 7 p.m. we arrived at Colbert
Headquarters at 4:55 p.m. to get
in the audience line, which had
roughly 60 people in it when we
arrived. While we had reserved our
tickets in advance, seating at the
Colbert Report is general admission, so naturally people wanted to
show up early to get as close to the
set as possible.
We waited in line for about
an hour, at which point we were
instructed to pass through a metal
detector and enter the lobby outside
the studio. We waited around for a
few minutes before an intern explained the seating procedure and
finally ushered us to our seats in
the studio audience.
The first thing that struck me
about the studio was that it is much

smaller than I had imagined. Before, when I watched the Colbert
Report on television, I had assumed
that the studio was like a small auditorium with seating for 300 people.
Turns out the studio is really quite
cozy, and there are only 100 seats
for audience members.
The technical equipment was
relatively minimal consisting of
five cameras, several lights and a
rather makeshift production booth.
Shortly after everyone was seated
in the audience, a local comic came
out and did his routine to warm up
the crowd for Colbert.
The (completely bald) comic,
after performing for 20 minutes and
telling me that he wanted “to punch
my hair off,” introduced Colbert,
who excitedly ran into the studio to
loud music and high-fived audience
members.
The most interesting part of
the experience was when Colbert
answered questions as Stephen
Colbert the normal guy, rather than
the puffed-up satirical pundit. He
answered questions such as “Who
have been responsible for more
deaths, the Kennedys or bears?”
in a surprisingly normal fashion,
sometimes poking fun at the obsessive fans.

B.G. & Chopper City Boyz We Got This (Kosh Records) ... The
Feeling Twelve Stops And Home (Interscope) ... Paul Brown White
Sand (Concord Jazz) ... Boz Scaggs Silk Degrees (Legacy)...
...All dates are tentative.

BRIEFS
Emily Hoferer, Editor
Diversions Desk: 745-2878
newswire-diversions@xavier.edu

Womens Chorus
Performance
Support Xavier’s womens chorus while treating your ears to their
beautiful voices at their “Music
at Midday” concert at 12:30 p.m.
on Thursday, March 1 in Bellarmine Chapel right after Mass.
The chorus will sing music from
America, England and Africa.
The concert would be an excellent
way to spend your lunch break.

Author to speak
at Xavier
Rick Sowash, composer and author, will be speaking at 7 p.m. on
Thursday, March 1 in the Worldviews Lounge on the 10th floor of
Schott. He will be speaking about
his adventures, humorous incidents and fascinating French origins of familiar American words.
He will also talk about French history , arts and much more! There
will be wine and refreshments as
well as an iPod shuffle door drize.

Are you disaster
ready ?
Come find out if you have what
it takes to survive a disaster. Attend the safety series to find out
what you can do from 12-12:50
p.m. on Wednesday, Feb. 28. The
program will cover what to do in a
disaster in your home or work and
information about the potential
threat of a pandemic. There will
also be Q & A for medical- and
health-related questions. Bring
your lunch; dessert will be served.
Colbert’s got the eyebrow thing down.
After the Q&A, peppy punk-pop
was piped in over the speakers to
keep everyone excited, and Colbert
energetically proceeded to his desk.
The energy and excitement in the
studio was palpable, and even the
veteran crew members were clearly
pumped.
Finally, the stage manager counted down and the show began. They
filmed each seven minute segment
separately, with a five or six minute

New Releases
The following discs are due for release on or after February 28...
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break in between. To my surprise,
they filmed the entire show in one
take, which was extremely impressive.
As a Colbert aficionado, I usually find the show exciting and
engrossing, but the experience of
watching the show in my bedroom
doesn’t even come close to measuring up to the atmosphere and
environment of watching the show
being taped live.

Live Wires
Saturday, March 3
Black Shelton

@ Grand Victoria
Tuesday, March 6
Pete Yorn
@ Madison Theatre

Saturday, March 3
Green 17 Tour
@ Bogarts
Wednesday, March 7
Public Enemy

@ Madison Theatre

Industrial farming
Interested in increasing consumer awareness about industrial
farming practices and sustainable
agriculture? Join the physics department at 5 p.m. on Wednesday,
Feb. 28 in Lindner,103 as Jennifer
Curran gives a presentation about
the ecological costs of nourishing and sustaining our bodies.

CALENDAR AND CLASSIFIEDS

12 week of FEBRUARY 28, 2007

WEDNESDAY
February 28
Have you ever had one of those
days where you don’t believe what
day of the week it is? I mean more
than, “Wow, it’s Thursday already?”
or “I can’t believe another Monday!” Those are too common.
I’m talking about a day in which
you look at the calendar and look at
your watch and you look at every
news article and your cell phone and
every possible date-tracking device
you have available, but no matter
what you do you remain incredulous
about the date.
That’s how I feel today.
All day, every time I think about
the date, simply the number and
month put together, I am shocked.
I have no explanation for this. In
fact, I’m describing it like it’s something that happens to a lot of people
when I think this is probably the first
time it’s ever happened to me.
I’ve been walking around hoping
to goodness nobody asks me for
today’s date. A part of me is convinced that if they do ask and I tell
them, they’d look at me for a moment and then start laughing in my
face really loudly and obnoxiously,
making a great scene.
They would then pull aside the
next person they saw and tell them
what date I said and the two would
laugh and I would blush and try to
run away but my legs wouldn’t work
and my eyes wouldn’t work and then
I would hear the laughter and the
people poking and taunting me until
I opened my eyes and my boyfriend,
Lil Bow Wow, would be singing to
me next to an oak tree and...
...I think I need more sleep.
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Calendar City
By Briana Hansen. To place an item in the calendar, mail to newswire-calendar@xavier.edu.

THURSDAY

SATURDAY

March 1

March 3

I’m going to type everything in
this column at super-duper-fastlightning speed! Ready?
At 12:30 p.m. at Bellarmine
Chapel, the XU Women’s Chorus
will be performing.
At 7 p.m., Rick Sowash will
be speaking on the 10th floor of
Schott Hall.
At 7:30 p.m., the chamber Orchestra will perform a concert in
Bellarmine Chapel.
Aaaaaaaand...done!
Aren’t you impressed? I’ll bet
you’ve never seen anyone type as
fast as I just did. Man, it was like
my fingers were moving faster than
the speed of light! I’m so glad we
got to share that experience!

Speaking of narcisisstic, today
is Benjamin Harrison Day. What a
stud he was. I’ve heard quite a few
rumors about that handsome quasiHoosier President in his younger
and more dashing days.
Rumors are a funny thing. I can
say I’ve heard anything, type it,
and make you think I might actually believe it. Well, if you believe
everything you read, then read on
because I’ve got some juicy oh-sotrue gossip for you!
Did you know he stole his eyebrows from a bear? His real name
was Al. Also, he didn’t know how
to spell the word “serendipity.” Oh!
And he ate a dodo bird for breakfast
every day. And he smelled.

FRIDAY
March 2
Today is the last day of classes
before the much-needed, muchanticipated, much-awaited, muchdebated, much-prettier than its
much-older sister, much-loved
Spring Break.
For those of you who are going
on an Alternative Break, there is
a kickoff party of food, fun and
games at 5:30 p.m. in the Armory.
Summer trips are welcome, but will
be greatly discriminated against.

Benjamin Harrison is fergilicious.
I recently read something.
I’m allowing that sentence to
stand alone because it is so monumental for me.
OK, moving on, I recently read
an article in the Cincinnati Enquirer
entitled, “Study: College students’
narcissism on the rise.” The article was basically describing how
college students are more self-assured and self-confident than ever
before.
The article argues that this is
a bad thing and that our parents
shouldn’t have told us we were
“special” so many times during our
formative years because, dagnabit,
we actually believe it.
Although I have numerous problems with this article, mostly because I’m so intelligent, witty and
gorgeous and keen and playful and
blonde and tan and perfectly-shaped
and famous and rich, I don’t have
the time to talk about it right now.
I’ve got to get to my monthly liposuction-collagen-breast increase
with my way hot mother.

SUNDAY
March 4
Bill Clinton Shmill Shmlinton.
If you even knew half the stories I
have for you about Benjamin Harrison...boy...we could write a cheap
dimestore novel, give the story to the
newsies to sell in the papes and we
could be rich! Rich I tells ya!
Too bad yesterday was Benjamin
Harrison Day. I guess we’ve got to
wait one more year before I divulge
anymore of my detailed President
Harrison knowledge.

MONDAY
March 5
Just think, Calendar citizens,
normally at this time, you would be
sitting in a long, tedious lecture with
a moody professor.
I’m not at all trying to bash the
majority of fantastic, enthusiastic,
isnpiring professors I’ve encountered on this campus. I’m merely
trying to point out the awkwardness
when a professor’s mood affects the
entire class.
When I walk into a long, boring
lecture class and the professor is in a
bad mood, it makes me realize how
much worse an angry, long, boring
lecture is than just a normal long
boring lecture.
So, to all the moody professors
on this campus, I send you this one
reminder. We, your students, are
not your children, so please don’t
lecture us like we are. I will respond
like I do with my own parents, by
only contacting you for money and
sending constant brochures about
cheap, elderly living communities.

TUESDAY
March 6
I really wish popular songs
would spend more time thinking
about their lyrics. The beats are
so catchy and fun to dance to, but
if I hear one more conversation in
which somebody describes something as “delicious,” and another
incredibly clever person answers,
“Why, it’s fergilicious!” I promise
there will be serious repercussions.
Think Miami University meets
Compton meets American Gladiators. Oh, yeah. That bad.

Classifieds

For classified orders and information, call Ann Tassone at 513-745-3561 or email her at Newswire-Classifieds@xavier.edu

Help Wanted

Babysitters wanted. Average pay
is $10 per hour. Register free
Fun and rewarding summer job op- for jobs near campus or home.
www.student-sitters.com.
portunities in Cincinnati! Enjoy the Visit
outdoors while leading and teaching children recreational activities Mortgage company seeking stuas a summer day camp counselor. dent to search courthouse reWeekdays 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. cords. $1 per name. No experiPositions include archery, arts and ence. Call Doug at 877-384-1098.
crafts, maintenance, male group
counselors, swimming instructors Part-time
preschool
assis(current lifeguarding required, WSI tant needed.
Afternoons in
preferred), team sports and other Blue Ash and West Chester. Visit
activity leaders. Camp session: w w w. k i n d e r g a r d e n s c h o o l .
June 18 through July 27.
Pre- com or call 513-791-4300.
camp work available in May; staff
training on 5/26, 6/2 and evening J. Crew in Kenwood Towne Cenof 6/1. Cincinnati location near ter is now hiring, confident, high
Winton Woods. Call Camp Wild- energy and enthusiastic people for
brook at 513-931-2196 or email part-time positions. Minimum of
campwildbrook@cinci.rr.com. 15 hours per week. Must be available for two weekend shifts. Apply
Need service hours or looking for within at 7875 Montgomery Road,
a way to help out? Senior Services Cincinnati, Ohio 45236. Compenof Northern Kentucky is recruiting sation is negotiable. No phone calls.
volunteers to help at the Flying Pig
Marathon on Friday, May 4 or Sun- Mother’s helper needed in Anderday, May 6. Course monitors and son Township. Help with cute todfluid station workers needed. Short dler and infant Monday through
shifts. Money raised goes to local Friday. Flexible daytime hours.
seniors in need of food. If interest- Will work around class schedule.
ed, contact Adam at 859-292-7943. Call Julie at 513-309-5699.
Babysitter needed for afternoons
in Amberley Village. Must have car.
References required. Call Tom at
513-476-8120.

For Rent

Great investment opportunity!
Live rent free and gain equity!
Four unit apartment in Norwood.
100% occupied with long-term
reliable tenants. Well-maintained
building. $175k. Marcus and Millichap. Call Robert at 513-241-9002.

Hyde Park efficiencies. One and
two bedroom apartments. Excellent condition, A/C, balcony,
new appliances, kitchens and
bathrooms, pool, garage, parking, utilities paid. $470 - $740.
Contact PGS at 513-646-4004. Live with all your friends! Awesome four and five bedrooms with
balcony overlooking yard. Washer
Three bedroom apartment. $960.
and dryer on premise and free
Available in June 2007. Best locaparking included. Easy walk to
tion in Norwood. Walk to camclass. Call Scott at 513-673-4946.
pus. Call Brian at 513-503-2065.
Apartment available next school
year.Two bedroom across the street
from XU on Dana Avenue. Front
door video security, free high-speed
Internet, free laundry, off-street
parking. Call Bill at 513-616-9000.
Two, three and four bedroom
houses available for this winter,
next summer and next school year.
Two blocks from campus, clean,
fully equipped, off-street parking,
laundry, next to other student
housing. Call Doug at 513-6163798 or email cit545@aol.com
Wow! Adorable bright and cheery
apartments across from campus,
$380. Studios, $350. Includes heat.
Air, carpet, equipped, laundry. Value! Email cincivegan@juno.com.

Cozy three bedroom apartment with laundry and offstreet parking. Secure building. Call Scott at 513-673-4946.
Spacious two bedroom with
front porch and yard for grill
outs. Parking
and
laundry.
Call Scott at 513-673-4946.
Awesome two bedroom with
walk out balcony overlooking yard.
Huge rooms with closets to spare.
On XU shuttle line. On site washer
and dryer, lighted off-street parking. Call Scott at 513-673-4946.
Huge! Three bedrooms, walk or
bike to class or ride shuttle on
rainy days. Parking and laundry on
site. Call Scott at 513-673-4946.

Roommate
Female
roommate
needed!
Available June 2007
through May 2008. $300 per
month plus utilities. Water included.
10 minute walk to campus. New
kitchen, washer/dryer, furnace,
carpeting. Great landlord! 3866
Ivanhoe. Call Katie at 513-830-6523.

Travel
Call STS for the best deals to
this year’s top 10 Spring Break
destinations! Earn the highest rep commissions! Ask about
our group discounts! Voted best
party schedules. Call 1-800-6484849 or visit www.ststravel.com.

